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ALETTER from a Clergy - mail in the City, 
To bz Friend in the Country, | 
Containing his REASONS _- 

For not Reading the DECLARA T1O N;: 


--$1R, | 

Do not wonder at your concern-for'finding an Order of Coun- 
© cil publiſhed in the Gazerre for Reafling the King's Declaration 
-. for Liberty of Conſcience in all Churches and Chappels in this 
Kingdom. Youdeſire to know my Thoughts about it, and I ſhall free- 
ly cell them ; for this is not a time to berelerved. 

Our Enemies who have given our Gracious King this Counſel a- 
gainſt us, have taken the moſt effefual way not only to ruine us, bue 
to make us appear theTriſtrumerits of 'our own Ruine, that what courſe 
ſoever we take, we ſhall be undone ; and one fide or other will con- 
clude that we have undone our ſelves, and fall like Foals. 

* To loſe our Livings and. Prefe my our Liberties and Lives 
in a plain and dire& oppoſition to Popefy, as ſuppoſe for refuſing to 
read Maſs in our Churches, or to fwear to the 7rent-Creed, is an honou- 
" rable way of falling, and has the divine comforts of ſuffering for Chriſt 
and his Religion; and T hope there is none of us but can chearfully 
ſubmit to the will of God in it. Bur'this is not our preſent Cafe; to 
read the Declaration,is not to read the Maſs, nor to profeſs the Romiſh 
Faith; and therefore ſome will Jucge chagthere is no hurt in reading 
it, and that to ſuffer for ſuch a Refuſal, is not to fall like Confeſſors, 
but to ſuffer as Criminals for difobeying the lawful Commands of our 
Prince: but yet we judge, and we have the concutri Coiions of 
all the Nobility and Gentry with us, who have already faffeced in 
this Caule, that to take away the Teft and Penal Laws at this time, 
is but one ſtep from the incraducing of Popery ; and therefore to read 
ſuch a Declaration in our Churches, though it do not immediately 
bring Popery in, yet it ſets open our Church-doors for it, and then 
it will take its own time to enter : So that ſhould we comply with 
this Order, all good Proteſtants would deſpiſe and hate us, and then 
we may be caſily cruſhed, and ſhall ſoon fall with great diſhonour, and 


without any pity. This is the _—_y of our Caſe ; we fhall be 
con- 


(2) 
cenſured on both ſides, but with this difference : We ſhall fall a little 
fooner by not reading the Declaration, it our Gracious Prince reſent 
thisas an ad of an obſtinate and pevilh or fatious Diſobedience, as 
our Enemies will be ſure. to repreſent ic.to him; We ſhall as certain- 
ly fall, and not long after, if we do read ir, and'then we jhall fall un- 
pitied and deſpiſed; and it may be with the Curſes of the Nation, 
whom we have ruined by our Compliance ; and this is the way ne- 
ver to-riſe more : And may I ſuffer all that can be ſuffered in: this 
World, rather than contribute to the final Ruine of the beſt Church 
in the World. ; 

Let-us then examine this matter jmpartially, as thoſe who have no 
mind either to-ruine themſelves, or to ruine the Church : I ſuppoſe ne 
Miniſter of the Church of England can give his conſent to-the Decla- 
ration: Let. us then conſider whether reading the Declaration in our 
Churches: be not an interpretative Conſent, and. will not with great 
reaſon be interpreted to be fo: For, | | 

Fir}, By our Law all Miniſterial Officers are accountable for their 
Actions: The Authority of Superiours, though of the King himſelf, 
cannot juſtifie inferiour Officers, much leſs the Miniſters of State, if 
they ſhould execute any illegal Commands. ; which ſhews, that our 
Law does not look upon the Miniſters of Church or State to be meer 
Machines and Tools to be managed wholly by the Will of Superi- 
ours, without exerciſing any A. of Judgment or Reaſon themſelves; 
for then inferiour Miniſters were no more puniſhable than the. Horſes 
are which draw an innocent man to Tyburn : and if inferiour Mini- - 
ſters are puniſhable, then our Laws ſuppoſe that what we do in obedi- 
ence to Superiours, we make our own Ad by doing it, and I ſuppoſe 
that ſignifies our Conſent, inthe eye of the Law, to what we do. Ir is 
a Maxime in our Law, That the King can do no wrong ; and therefore 
if any wrong be done, the Crime and Guilt is the Miniſter's who does 
it : for the Lawsare the King's publick Will, and therefore he is never 
ſuppoſed to command any thing contrary to Law; nor is any Mini- 
ſter, who does an illegal Action , allowed to pretend the King's Com-- 
mand and Authority forit : and yet this is the only Reaſon I know, 
why we mult not Gy a Prince againſt the Laws of the Land, or the 
Laws of God, becauſe what we do, let the Authority. be what ic will 
that commands it, becomes our own Ac, and we are reſponlible for 
it ; and then as I obſerved before, it muſt imply ourown Conſent. ' 

Secondly, The Miniſters of Religion have a greater tye and obliga- 
tion than this, becauſe they have the care and condudt of mens Souls,. 


and. therefore are. bound to take. care that what they publiſh in their 
Churches,. 


S> 


Churches, be neither contrary to the Laws of the Land, nor to the | 
good of che Church: For the Miniſters of Religion are not lookt upon 
as common Cryers, but what'they Read, they are ſuppoſed to recorn- 
mend too, tho they do no more than Read it ; and therefore ts read 
any thing in the Church, which I do not conſent toand approve, nay 
which I think prejudicial to Religion,and the Church of Goda well as 
contrary to the Laws.of the Land, is to Miſ-guide my People, and'to 
Diſlembke with God and Men ; becauſe it ispreſum'd,that Ineither do, 
nor ought to read any thing in the Church, which I do notin ſome de- 
gree approve. Indeed, let mens private opinions be whatthey will, in 
the nature of the thing, he that Reads ſuch a Declaration to his Peo- 
te, teaches them by it: Foris not Reading Teaching? - Suppoſe then 
do not conſent to what I read, yer I conſent to teach my People 
what I read; and herein is the evil of it ; for it may be it were no 
faulr to conſent to the Declaration, but if I conſent to teach my Peo- 
ple what I do not conſent to, myſelf, I am ſure that is a great one : 
And he who can diſtinguiſh between conſenting to read the Declara- 
tion, and conſenting to teach the People by the Declaration, when 
reading the Declaration is teaching it, has a very ſubtile diſtinguiſh- 
ing-Conſcience: Now if conſenting to read che Declaration be a con- 
ſeit to teach it. my People, then: the natural Interpretation of Reading 
the Declaration, is, That he who Reads it, in ſuch a ſolemn ceaching- 
manner, Approves it. If this be not ſo, I defire to know, why I may 
not-read an Homily 'for Franſubſtantiation, or Invocation of Saints, 
or the Worſhip of Images, if the King ſends me ſuch good Catholic 
Homilies,andcommands me toread them ? And thus we may inſtrut 
eur People in all' the points of Popery, and recommend it tothem with 
all the Sophiſtry and artificial Infinuations, in obedience to the King, 
with a very good Conſcience, becauſe without our conſent: If it be 
ſaid,” this would be a contradidtion to the Doctrine of our Church bv 
Law eftabliſhed ; ſo'T take"the Declaration to be : And if we may 
read the Declaratiorr contraty to Law, becauſe it, does not imply onr 
conſent to it; ſo we may Popiſh Homilies, for the bare reading them 
will net imply our conſent, no more than the reading the Declaration 
does: But whether I conſent to the Doctrine or no, it is certain I con- 
ſent'to teach my People this Doctrine; and ir is to be conſidered, whic- 
ther'an horieft manican'do this. | ; 
Thirdly, I fuppoſe no man will-doubt, but the King intends, thar our - 

Reading the Declaration ſhould ſignifte to the Nation, our Conſent 11d 
Approbation of it; for the Declaration: does not want Publiſhing, for 
it is ſufficiently known already : but = Reading it in our Churcnes, 
"t 2 nautl 
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muſt ſerye inſtead-of Addreſis of Thanks, which the Clergy gene: 
rally refuſed, though it was only to Thank the King for His Gracious 
Promiles renewed to the Church of England, in his Declaration, which 
was much more innocent; than to publiſh the Dedaration itſelf in'our 
Churches : This would perſwade one, that the King thinks-our read- 
ing the Declaration, to ſignific our Conſent, and that the People will 
think” it to'be fo. And he that can ſatisfie his Conſcience, to do an 
action without conſent, which: the nature of the 'Thing,' the-Defign; 
and intention of the Command, and the Sence of the Pegple expound 
to be, a Conſent, may, I think, as well ſatisfie himfelf wich Equivoca- 
cons and. mental Reſervations. 
G ih we are. two things to be anſwered to this, which. muſt be conſi- 

ered. A 

1 That the People underſtand onr Minds, and {ee that this is mat- 
ter of, Forcs. upon us, and. meer Obzdience to the-King,,. To: which 
I anſwer, | * 

'1. Poſſibly the People do.underſtand. that the matter of the Decla- 
ration is againſt our Principles: Bat is this any excuſe, that we-read 
that, and by reading. recommend: that to them,. which is againſt our 
own Gonſciences.and Judgment ?* Reading the Declaration\would 
be no Fault at all, but our Duty, when the King commands it, did-we 
approve of the matter of it ;- but to conſent to teach ous- People ſuch 
Dodtrines as we think. contrary to the Laws of God, or the Laws of 
the Land; does not lefſen but. aggravate the Fault, and People muſt be 
Very good natured to think this gn Excale.:; -. .. | f 

2. Iois not likely chat all the peaple will. be. of a mind in this mater, 
ſome may excuſe it, others,and thole itmay bethe moſt,the beſt,and the 
wiſeſt men, will condemn us for it, and then how ſhall we juſtifie our 


ſelves againſt their Cenfſures 2. when the world will be dividediin their - 
Opinians, the plain way is certainly thebeſt,.to do what we-can/juſti-- 


fie. our ſclves,andthen let men;judge as they-pleaſe.:': No men in Engr, 
land will be pleaſed. with oyr Reading che Declaration, but thoſe who: 
hope to.make great advantage. of itagainſt us; and againſt our Church 
and Religion : others will {&yerely conderna us. for-it, and'cenſure us 
as falſe to-our Religion, .and as-Betrayers both of. Church and State : 
and beſides that, it does-not become a Miniſter-of Religion, to do any 
thing, which in the opinion of the moſt charitable,men- can-only;.be- 
excuſed ; for what needs an-excule, is ether a-fault or looks very. like 
one ; beſides this I ſay; I will not truſt-mens Charity; thoſe who have 
fuffered themſelves in this Cauſe, will 'not excuſe avfor fear-of luffer- 
ing ; thoſe who are inclined to excuſe.us-now-, will not do ſo when 


they 
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they conſider the thing better ,- atidcome to feet che ill confequences- 
of it ; when our Enemies open their eyes;and tell them what our Rea- 
ding the Declaration ſignified , which they will then'tell us we ought 
to have ſeen before; though they were not bound to [ee it ; tor we are 
to guide and inſtru them, not they us. | 
I. Othets therefore think, that - when we read the Declaration, 
we ſhould publickly profeſs, that it is not our own judgment, butthat 
we only read: ic in! obedience tothe King ; and then oar reading it 
cannot imply our conſent to it : Now this is only Proteſt atio contra fa- 
Hum, which all will laugh at; and-ſcorn us for : for ſuch a ſo- 
lem reading it in the time of Divine Service, when all men ought 
to be moſt grave and ſerious, and far from' diffembling wich God or 
Men, does 1n the' nature of the thing imply qur approbation ;. and 
ſhould we declare:the contrary, when we read it, what ſhall we ſay 
to thoſe who ask us,, Why 'then do-you rea ir? But let thofe who 
have'a mind try this way, which, for my part, I take to be a greater 
and more unuſtifiable provocation of the King, than not to read it ; 
and, I ſuppoſe, thoſe who do not read- it; will be thought plainer 
and honeſter men, and will eſcape as, well as thoſe who read it and 
proteft againſt ir: and-yet nothing lefs than an expreſs Proteſtation a- 
gainft it. will ſalve this matter; for only to fay, they readic meerly'in 
obedience to the King does not expres their diſſent: it ſignifies in- 
deed; that they! would not have read it, if the King hal not com- 
manded it ; but: theſ& words do not ſignihe, that they diſapprove ofthe 
Declaration, when their'teading it; though only in obedience torhe 
King, ſignifies their apptobation-of it, as mich as ations can ſignifie 
a conſent”: let us call'ro' mind how it fared with thoſe in' King Charles 
the Firſt's Reign, who read-the' Book of Sports, as it was calted,and then - 
preached againſt ic, - * | 
'Fo'returm then'to:onr 'Argimenit;-If -reatiing the Declaration in 
on Churches be iy the'naturt's? the ation,” in the interition of the 
command; inthe opiniotr of the People; an interpretative conſent to 
it,-E think*my ſelf 'botind-in corſtience'not' to read it, becauſe Iam 
bound ifr'conſcience 'not to approve it: By. | 
It is againſt the Conſtitution of the Chutch' of E»gland, which is 
eſtabliſhed by Law,- and't6' which: I have ſubſctibed; and therefore 
ani\'boand in conſierice'to 'teath Hothing contrary to'ir, while this 
Obligation-laſts: © 1's. 2413 | 
It is to teacty an unlitnited and uiifverſal Toleration', which'the' 
Parliamene-in'772. dechred illegal; and -which has been condemried 
by the Chriſtian Church a6 all Aﬀis: | 
Ic 
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It is to teach my People, that chey need never come to Church 

more, but have my free leave, as they have the Kings, to go to a 

Conventicle, or to Maſs: > the | FF 

It is to teach the diſpenſing Power, which akers, what has been for- 
- merly thought, the whole Conſtitution of this Church and Kingdom : 

_ we dare not do, till we have the Authority of Parliament 
or it : ; WY Tv DD. 

It is to recommend to our People, the choice,of ſuch perſons to ſit 
in Parliament, as ſhall take away the Ts and Penal Laws, which moſt 
of the Nobility and Gentry of the Nation have declared their judg- 
ment againſt : | 

It is to condemn all thoſe great and worthy Patriots of their Coun- 
try, who forfeited the deareſtching in the World:to them, next a good 


Conſcience, viz. The favour of their. Prince, and'a greatmany ho- - 


nourable ang profitable: Employ ments with it , / rather thatv/ conſent 
to that Propoſal-of taking away the 7 and Penal Laws, which they 
apprehend deſtructive to the Church of England and the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion ; and he who can in conſcience do all this, I think need ſcruple - 


nothing. | | 
\ For Jet us conſider further, what the effects and conſequences of our 
reading the Declaration are likely to be,- and I think they are matter 
of Conſcience too, when they are evident and apparent. 
This will certainly render our Perſons and Miniſtry infinitely con- 


temptible, which is againſt chat Apoſtolick Canon, Ler no man deſpiſe 


thee, Titus 2, 15, That is,fo.to behave himſzlfin; his Minifſteriat Office, 


as not to. fall under contempt ; and therefore this obliges the Conlei- + 


ence, not to make our ſelves ridiculous, nor to render our Miniſtry; 
our Counſels, Exhortations, Preaching, Writing, of no effe&t, which 
is a thouſand times worle than being ſilenced: Our Sufferings will 
Preach more effecually to the People, . when- we: cannot: Speakito 


them : hnr he who for Fear.or Cowardize,,or.the Love of this Workd;”© 
betiays his Church and Religion by. undue compliances, and wilt cer-” 
tainly be thought to do ſo, may continue to Preach, but'to no/purpole';.:* 
and when we have rendred our ſelves ridiculous and contemptible, we ' 


ſhail then quickly fall, and fall unpitied. 


There is nothing will- ſo. effeually tend to the nal wit: ofithe: 
Church of England, becauſe our Reading the Declaration will di{- '5 
courage, or provoke, or miſguide, all the Friends the Church: of 'Exg- \- 


' land has: .can we blame any man for not preſerving} the: Laws and 


the Religion of our Church and Nation, when we our: {elves will - 


venture nothing for it ? can. we blame any man for conlenting to _ 
pea 
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peal the Teft and Penal Laws, when we recommend it to them by. . 


. reading the Declaration ? have' we not-reaſon to expe that the No- 


bility and Gentry, who have already fuffered in this Cauſe, when they 


' hearthemſelves condemned for it in all the Churches of England, will 


think it time to mend ſuch a fault, and reconcile themſelves to their 
Prince ? and if our Church fall this way, isthere any reaſon to ex- 


ped that it ſhould ever riſe again? Theſe Conſequences tre almoſt as 


.evident as Demonſtrations, and let it be what it will in it ſelf, which 


Lforeſee will deſtroy the Church of England and the Proteſtant Religion 
-and- hyereft, I think I ought to make as much conſcience. of doing it, 


as of doing the moſt immoral action in nature. 

To ſay, that theſe miſchievous conſequences are not abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary, and therefore do, not affe& the Conſcience, becauſe we are 
not certain they will follow, is a very. mean Obje&ion ; Moral Aci- 
ons indeed have not ſuch neceſſary conſequences, as natural cauſes 
have neceſlary effes., becauſe no moral cauſes at neceffarily :” rea- 
ding the Declaration will not as neceſſarily deſtroy the Church of 
E»gland, as fire burns Wood , but if the conſequence be plain and e- 
vident , the moſt likely thing that can happen, if ic-be unreaſonable 
to expe any-other , if it be what is plainly intended and deſigned, 
either'F muſt-never have any. regard to Moral Conſequences of my 
Actions, or if everthey are to be conſidered, they are in this caſe. 

Why are the Nobility. and Gentry ſo extreamly averſe to the Re- 
pealof the Teſt and Penal Laws ? why do they forfeit the King's Fa- 
your, and their Honourable Stations, rather then comply with it 2? if 
you ſay that.chis tends to deſtroy the Church of England and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion-, I ask whether this be the neceflary conſequence of 
it ? whether the King. cannot keep his promiſe to the Church of Eng- 
land if the Teſt and Penal Laws be Repealed ? We cannot ſay, but 


» this may þe.: and yet the Nation does nort- think: firto try it; and we 


commend thoſe great men: who deny it ; and if the ſame queſtions 
were:put o'us , we think weought in Conſcience to deny them our 
ſelves : 'and'are there not as high probabilities, that our Reading the 
Declaration will promotethe Repeal of the Teſt and Penal Laws, as 
that ſuch a Repeal will cyine our Conſtitution, and bring in Popery 
upon us? Is it not as probable, that ſuch a Complyance in us, will 
diſoblige all the Nobility and Gentry , . who have hicherto been. firm 
to'us,as that when the power of: the Nation is put into Popiſh Hands, 
by the Repeal of ſuch Teſts and Laws , the Prieſts and Jeſuits may- 
find ſome /alve for the King's Conſcience , and perſwade him to for- - 
get his promiſe to the Churchof England ? and it the probable ill con-- 

Wy ſequences: 
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ſequences .of Repealing the Teſt and Penal Laws, be a good reafon 
not to comply with it, I cannor ſee but that the as probable ill conſe- 
quences of Reading the Declaration, is as good a reaſon not to readit. 
© The moſt material Objection is,that the Diflenters, whom we ought 
not.to provoke, will expound our not Reading it, to be the effect of 
a Perſecuting Spirit: Now I wonder men ſhould lay any weight on 
this, who will nat allow-che moſt probabte conſequences of our ARt- 
ons , [to pave any ng pen wes o— |; wy 4 we mn _ 
are conlequences, to diſoblige ali the Nobility and Gent - 
49 it, is likely to be much more fatal , than to anger the Diſſenters 2 
and it ismore likely , and there is much more reaſon for it , that one 
ſhould be offended than the other : For the Diſſenters who are Wiſe 
and confidering, are ſenſjble of the ſnare themſelves, and _— they 
deſire Eaſe and Liberty, they are not willing to have it with ſuch ap- 
parent hazard of Church and State : I amſurethat tho we were never 
o deſirous that they might have their Liberty , (and when there is 
opportunity of ſhewing our inclinations without danger , they may 
find that we are not ſuch Perſecutars as we are reprelented) yet we 
cannot conſent that they ſhould have it this way , which chey will 
find the deareſt Liberty that ever was granted. 
* This Sir, is our Caſe in thort,the Difficulcies are great on both ſides, 
and thereforenow if ever, we oughtto befiege Heaven with our Pray- 
ers, for Wiſdom, and Counſel, and Courage ; thatGod would protet 
his Church and Reformed Chriſtianity, againſt all the devices of their 
Enemies : Which is the daily and hearty Prayer of, a vw 


May 22. 1688. Tour Friend and Brother. 
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POSPTSCRIPTE 

I Havt juſt now ſeen H. Care's Paper called, The Public Occurrences, which came out to 

L day, and cannot but ſet you right as to his News about the Reading of tht Declaration on 
Sunday : Hz tells you, © That ſeveral Divines of the Church of England,iz and abaut this Ci- 
© ry, eminent ſoy their Pitty and Moderation, 4id yeſterday Read his Mapefy p hats Declare» 
© tion in their Churches, according to the Order in that behalf ; but ſome (tg 2 great for- 
© prizg of their Pariſboners) were pleaſed to decline it. Tou in the Country gre from this Ac- 
count to heligue, that it was Read here by the generallity of the Clergy, ad by the eminent 
Men among them : but T can, ayd do aſſure you, that this is one of the wofi impudent Lyes 
that ever wasprinted : For as to this City which bath above aHungred Pariſhes in 3t,it Was 
Read only in Four or Five Churches, all the reft, and beff -] the Clergy reſuſing 3t tuery+ 
where, I will part their Names who read it ; but ſhould T mention them, it would mare 

who this City, 4 ljttle brartily to deride H C.'s Account of them. And for t 


Shorig « talks of, the contray of it-is ſo true, that jy Wood-ftrect, whers it was Read by 
one Dr. M. the Prople generally went out of tht Church. This I $4} youy that you may bs pro- 
vided for the future againft ſuch an impudent Lyar, who, for Bread, can vouch and put 4- 
boyt the Nation, the falſeft of things. I am Yours. 
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